ear Se 


TY Aian oe ee oe Po ee 
í AGF SH 


NEWS BULLETIN 
LUTHERAN WORLD CONVENTION 


Dr. S.C. MICHELFELDER, Reporting 
17, Roule de Malagnou 
GENEVA - Switzerland 


vol. I. No. 2, 15 March 1946. 


rn a a e a 


Comments by the Editor. 


This is the first edition of the "News Bulletin". By the 
Grace of God it may become an instrument of the Holy Spirit to give 
our great Lutheran Church her rightful place in the world, To strive 
for greater unity we must first get acquainted with each other. This 
is the first step in that direction, 


® We will want an official correspondent in every country where 


the Lutheran Church is represented. This correspondent should be 
appointed by the head of the Church or Churches in that country. In 
countries where there is a Bishop or Archbishop we would wish him to. 
appoint this correspondent. In places such as America we will use 
the regular News Bureauksof the Church. 


These correspondents should be prepared to send the Editor 
news items about the Church and its work. We will gather together 
these items and pass them on’ to the correspondents in all other coun- 
tries. These news items may then be used by the correspondents for 
religious and secular papers. We would appreciate it if, in report- 
ing such items to the press, whether religious or secular, a phrase 
such as "From the News Bulletin of the Lutheran World Convention" be 
included. 


For the time being at least, we cannot publish long articles, 
as we have neither the staff nor the equipment. 


€ The official language of the Bulletin will be English. A sur- 


vey of the field indicates that this is the best medium for reaching 
the largest number of people. Correspondents will, of course, want -to 
translate the items into the language of their country, For this 
reason it will be necessary for all correspondents to speak and write 
the English language. Wherever possible we ask that all reports and 
news items be typed. None of you would want to decipher our hand- 
writing, and we are afraid we may not be able to decipher yours. 


Executive Committee of Iutheran World Convention 


to meet in Uppsala, Sweden, 24-26 July, 1946. 


_ A call is going out from the Vice-President of the Executive 
Committee, Archbishop Erling Eidem, for an official meeting of the 
eleven remaining members on the Executive Committee to meet in Upp- . 
Sala for the three days of July 24th, 25th, and 26th. Visitors will 
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not be invited, because these will all be executive sessions and 
for the present there are no plans for a public meeting, 


American Lutheran Church Leaders visit Germany. 


In November 1945 three Lutheran Church leaders from America 
visited Germany to get first-hand information about the needs of the 
people and the churches. The party consisted of Dr. Ralph H.Long, 
Executive Secretary of the National Lutheran Council; Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America; and 
Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of the Norwegian Lutheran Church in 
America. Dr. Fry was also a member of a Commission sent over by 
the Federal Council of Churches. This Commission, which also in- 
eluded Bishop Bromley Oxnam, President of the Federal Council of 
Churches, and Bishop H. K. Sherrill of the Episcopal Church, was 
accompanied by Dr. Stewart Herman of the staff of the World Council 
of Churches. Dr. Long and Dr. Aasgaard were accompanied by 
Dr. Sylvester C. Michelfelder. The Lutheran. Commissioners were 
unanimous in the opinion that there was great need for outside help 
and cabled America to start collecting clothing, bedding, shoes and 
medicaments immediately for. shipment to “Das Hilfswerk Kommittee der 
Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland". The places visited included 
TETO, Heidelberg, Pfarzheim, Stuttgart, Munich, Nürnberg, Neu- 
endettelsau, Bad Ems, Hanover, Hamburg, Bielefeld, Erlangen, and 
other places "en route". 


The devastations of the war are appalling. Germany lies 
beaten in the dust and rubble of what were once great cities of 
Churches, factories, and homes. There is some progress in restora- 
tion. The mails are now functioning. The streets are cleared of 
rubble. A few buildings have the windows bricked up, with a small 
opening left for light. In some cities the trams are running, 
though many of them have only boards for "windows". 


Compared to the refugees who come streaming in from the East 
the populace looks good, though the caloric content of the food is 
only 1550 calories per day. The villages which were not bombed 
out are overcrowded, since the people from the cities had to flee 
ae their homes due to the destruction caused by fire and bombard- 
ment. i i f 


; In some cities there is not a single church standing, and in 
many instances the congregations must use halls or the ruins of their 
churches. for meeting-places. 


L.W.C.A.S. provides first barracks for German Churches. 
_ The first pre-fabricated barrack-churches for Germany were 
sent into Freiburg, Heilbronn, Frankfort, Cassel, and Stuttgart, 
in January 1946. They are Swiss made, for military purposes, and 
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have been rebuilt and furnished with pulpit, altar, lectern, pews, 
a steeple, and a kitchen, They will each seat about 220 people 
and cost $5,000. Ten were purchased in Switzerland and paid for 
by the American Section of the Lutheran World Convention, The 
next five are on the way to Germany now. 


Significant Meeting at _Lejondal, Sweden. 


On January 29th-31lst, 1946, about 50 church leaders from 
Scandinavian countries met at Lejondal - a castle mow owned by the 
City Mission Society of Stockholm. American representatives in- 
cluded the Rev. Carl E. Lund-Quist, who is visiting these northern 
countries in the interests of the World Christian Student Federa- 
tion, and Dr, S. C. Michelfelder, Lutheran Ambassador to the Re- 
construction Department of the World Council of Churches. Repre- 
sentatives of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland were 
present, 


The Conference opened on Tuesday, January 29th, and the main 
discussion of the day was on "The Seandinavian Churches in the Crisis 
of Lutheranism". The discussion leader, who introduced the subject, 
was Dr, Reider Hauge. Speakers on the subject were Professor K.E. 
Sydsgaard, Bishop E. G. Gulin, and Director Valter Lindstrom. 


The discussion on Wednesday, January 30th, centered around the 
subject "The Scandinavian Churches and the Scandinavian people in the 
present situation." The subject was introduced by discussion leader 
Professor G. 0. Rosenquist; speakers on the subject were Probst H. 
Hogsbro, Mr. Kristian Hansson ono holds the Cabinet post on Religion 
in the Norwegian Government), and Professor-Lecturer Wilh. Carlgren. 


In the afternoon a paper written by Dr. Nils Ehrenström was 
read in his absence by Mr. Harry Johansson, on the subject "The 
Scandinavian Churches and the World Council of Churches", after which 
Dr. Sylvester C. Michelfelder addressed the gathering on : "The Ma- 
terial Aid Program of the World Council of Churches". 


The program for Thursday, January 31st, included a discussion 
on "The Scandinavian Churches in practical co-operation". The dis- 
cussion leader, who introduced the topic, was Bishop H, Fuglsang- 
Damgaard. Speakers on the subject were Dr. Kultimo Salmensaari, 
Professor Einer Molland, and Pastor Th. Arvidson. 


National Lutheran Council (N.L.C.) raising 
en ion Dollars in América, 

500 rally meetings are being held throughout the United States 
to stimulate interest in the 10-million dollar campaign now under way 
for Post-War Reconstruction and Relief. Eight million dollars have 
been allocated for Europe alone. According to the latest reports 


as to the enthusiasm of the rallies, it 1 ; 
will succeed. pire ooks as though the campaign 


ETAS 
"Till Brédershjalp" 


"To Brothers' Help", Sweden, has given much help for recon- 
struction purposes. According ta a report by the Rev. Dr. Allan 
Svantesson, the Executive Secretary of "To Brothers‘ Help”, this 
organisation has already made extensive grants, as follows : - 


General Reconstruction ...... Swed.Cr. 61,000 
i 


Refugees vec eer ccs acreniag eves j 21,000 
PAMLANG: yi shkora bss Co DO ES ay n © » 375,000 
NOWAY UN go a's 8 odie d ee eae Pies Pew 356, 000 
Holland geiri RS Ruths oe ‘pee e 286,000 
Belgium eoeevoeaecer eo @ oe woe oenearvr eae 25,000 
at: Re ee eee Til gis TREN Ate 152,000 
TEE) Sa G's te) oe aks See BROS 140,000 
COO «iad kes My eo KE Be a 290,000 
E e a at UF ge ON Wi 34,000 
PU Be A E A AAAA A NEE 6 2,000 


In a little over six months, this amounts to grants totalling 
1,742 Swedish Crowns, i.e. approximately 437,500 dollars. 


Lutheran Representatives meet in Copenhagen. 


A 
A meeting of Lutheran representatives took place in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, on December 16th-17th last. It was attended by the 
following : - Dr. Ralph H, Long, Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Dr. J.A. Aas- 
gaard, Bishop Edw. Rodhe, Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, and Dr.Alfred 
Th. Jörgensen., Recommendations of particular significance are the 
following : - 


l. - Acceptance of the resignation of the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, Bishop Marakrens, of Hanover, 
Germany ; 


2. =- Election of Archbishop Eidem as Chairman of the Executive 
Committee; 


3. - Appointment of a Relief Committee; 


4. - Appointment of Dr. Sylvester C. Michelfelder as Execu- 
tive Secretary pro tem; 


Galling of a full meeting of the Executive Committee; 


6. - Recommendation that the next meeting of the Lutheran World 
eee? be held in 1946 (place of meeting not deter- 
mined), 


wi 
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Relief Committee meets in Stockholm, February 1st-2nd. 


Ly 
: The Relief Committee appointed in Copenhagen in December, 1946, 
held its first meeting on February lst and 2nd, in Stockholm. Those 
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present were : - 


Dr. Alfred Th. Jörgensen, Copenhagen, Denmark; 

Dr. P. O. Bersell, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.As; 
Bishop Edw. Rodhe, Lund, Sweden; 

Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Bishop E. G. Gulin, Tammersfors, Finland; 

Dr. Ingolfur 'Astmarsson, Iceland; 

Dr. Allan Svantesson, Stockholm, Sweden; 

Mr. Kristian Hansson, Oslo, Norway; 

Dr. Henrik Hauge, Trondheim, Norway; 

Mr. K, Nyholm, Hellertip, Denmark; 

Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A-; 
Mr. Harry Johansson, Sigtuna, Sweden; ; 

Dr. Sylvester C. Michelfelder, Geneva, Switzerland. 


The following resolutions are significant ; -= 


1. - The Relief Committee shall not have funds to dispense nor 
to validate, but shall be a fact-finding committee for the 
purpose of promoting a better mutual understanding betwecon 
"giving" and "receiving" countries. 


2. - Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, - who until that time was represent- 
ing only the American Section of the Lutheran World Conven- 
tion, as Ambassador to the Reconstruction Department of the 
World Council of Churches at Geneva, - was asked to act in 
this capacity for the entire Lutheran World Convention. An 
agreement similar to that drawn up between the American Sec- 
tion and the Reconstruction Department was to be presented 
to the Reconstruction Committee of the World Council, Geneva, 
and the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention. 


Cc 3. - The next meeting of the Relief Committee was not to be called 
until after the meeting of the Executive Committee. 


4. - The establishment of a Bulletin Service from Geneva for all 
Correspondents. 


Lutherans in Geneva got together for Breakfast on Saturday 
morning, February 24th. Seventeen Lutherans from many lands break- 
fasted together. The picture enclosed gives the names of those pre- 
sent. It was just an informal meeting with no speeches. Dr. Abdel 
Wentz presided. Dr. Michelfelder introduced those present, It is 
to be regretted that Bishop Eivind Berggrav and Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom 
could not be there. 
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EKID =- Federation or Church ? 


An Interview with Landesbischof Dr. Th. Wurm, Zürich, 
4 itzerland, 3rd March. 


Because the days of the meetings of the Provisional Com- 
mittee were so crowded with meetings and social appointments, it 
was almost impossible to get a question in edge-wise to the many 
interesting people present. For this reason we came to Zurich to 
have a quiet afternoon with Landesbischoff Dr. Th. Wurm, President 
of the Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKID). Lutherans and 
others are asking: "Is EKID a Federation or a Church ? We have 
asked many of the church leaders in Germany this same question and 
now we directed it to the President. 


Without hesitation Dr. Wurm answered : “Es ist eine Feder- 
ation oder Kirchenbund." ("It is a Federation or Council of 
Churches"). This is the same answer which every other churchman 
in Germany gave. On various occasions, we interviewed Dr. Hans 
Asmussen, Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop Otto Debelius, Landesbischof Hans 
Meiser, Dr. Martin Niemollér, Prof. Eric Wolf, and others. Not a 
Single man said it was a church in the accepted ecclesiastical 
designation. Some said it was more than a Federation in the common 
sense, but all agreed that it was less than a church. 


With a keen memory for dates and a careful analysis of the 
church situation, Dr, Wurm then procecded to review the history of 
the Church in Germany, beginning with 1817, when the Prussian Union 
was formed. All of this proved that which every church historian 
knows = that the church situation in Germany has always been very 
complicated. Perhaps no "outsider" is capable of understanding 
all the cross-currents of Lutheran, Reformed, Calvinistic, Union- 
istic, and, last but not least, the "D.K," - German Christians. 
Then, as another strong current, cam e B.K. =the Uohtressional 
Church or "Bruderrat." One of the newest developments of Con- 
fessional consciousness can be seen from the last decision of the 
Council of EKID at Frankfort in December. There, according to 
President Wurm, it was decided that kindred church bodies do have 
a right to form a closer union. This, to your Editor, means that 
Lutherans - Reformed as well as others - may each form their own 
closer Federation without weakening the great purpose of EKID. 


Of this we are convinced 


1. - God is working mightily through EKID for the re- 
Christianization of Germany; 


2. - It would be a mistake for anyone outside Germany to meddle 
with these affairs; 


3+ - We should refrain from drawing conclusions concerning the 
church in Germany, until the Holy Spirit has evolved the 
best solution; 


4. ~ In the meantime we shall do all in our power to under-gird 
the churches in eas | with our prayers and our help for 
Reconstruction, Rehabilitation, and Material Aid. 


Be dae Q E 
"Where are they to go ?" 


The Post-War Migration in Europe., 


For the last ten months, in all kinds of weather, a surging 
mass of hungry, weary, homeless rofugees have filled the strects of 
central Europe from dawn to dusk. Some have fled from the Hast — 
before the armed forces, some have been driven destitute from their 
home towns, at the conclusion of the battles of Poles and Czechs. 
Most of them are women and children or old men. 


In Allied territory, just over the Russian demarcation line, 
thousands of refugees are housed in temporary camps, unheated bun- 
kers, and huts, in the open street. Thousands are dying daily from 
hunger or illness, especially children. Mothers, in despair, are 
committing suicide. There is nowhere where these hunted people 
can stay, nowhere where they can find rest. 


A man in rags knocks on the door of a Pastor in the Rhein 
area, and begs for a few garments for his children, tears of shame 
in his eyes: he is a very well known surgeon from Silesia. 


Somewhere in central Germany the daughter of a Professor of 
Prague University is shovelling coal, in order to obtain food cards 
for her one remaining child and her aged mother. 


Peasants from Sicbenbiirgen, a small complete nation, with 
their Iutheran Pastors, have found refuge in Austria: the country 
which has 6,000,000 inhabitants, 1,000,000 Russians and more than 
2,000,000 refugees, cannot feed them. Where are they to go ? 

The Bishop of Chichester estimates that these new refugees alone 
number 15,000,000. According to American statistics in “Proceed- 
ings of the Academy of Political Science" (January number), an area 
which housed 59,000,000 in 1939 feeds at least 66,000,000 in 1946, 
and this after the best part has been lost of coal and foodstuffs. 
"There is nothing," said the Bishop of Chichester in the English 
House of Lords, "in the history of Asia in ancient times, which can 
be compared to the present shifting of population. It is very 
hard to see how these expulsions differ from the Nazi crimes." 


This state of affairs is a challenge to the Christian con- 
science, declared, in like manner, the Provisional Committee of the 
World Council of Churehes in Geneva. But, contrary to the decisions 
taken at the Potsdam Conference, more people are daily being driven 
out of their home towns, where they have lived for centuries, and 
being robbed and ill-treated. But it is not only Germans who no 
longer have homes: 300,000 Yugoslavs alone have been driven out by 
their own countrymen, and also 400,000 Finns, 500,000 Hungarians, 
300,000 - mostly Lutheran - Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians, 
countless Ukrainians, Poles and Russians who are homeless, apart 
from the 4,000,000 Jews. Where are they to go ? Can they be 
left to die ? Can you let them die like that ? . 
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God gave the earth to man to cultivate and usec. "Be fruit- 
ful and multiply." Endless stretches of plain, endowed by God 
with treasures, are undeveloped and without people. It is for man 
to make them accessible. 


There are three different kinds of need : 


(1) Robbing, plundering, the expulsion of innocent people 
from their homes, the fury of hate and revenge must be 


stopped; 


(2) In Europe itself there must be some plan for providing 
space for refugees who wish to stay in Europe; 


(3) The vast earth must be populated according to an inter- 
national plan, drawn up by the countries receiving 
refugees, together with those which are losing them, 


"It is God's will" was once the battle-ery of Christian com- 
batants, It is by no means God's will that men should be res- 
ponsible for the death of millions of old men, women and children, 
for sowing the seeds of a renewed hatred between peoples, and that 
the salutory admission of guilt and readiness for repentance should 
be nipped in the bud, so that youth, demoralised by the war, should 
grow up with thoughts of coming revenge. 


It is God's will that the earth should be a home for man 
during his life-time, in which he may use the gifts God has given 
him to do Him honour. Give a new home to the homeless. Protect 
those who are threatened from losing their old. 


FLASH Lutherans in France ready to unite, 


gaa On Saturday, March 9th, the Presidents and Inspecteurs 
of the 3 Lutheran Synods of France met in Strasbourg to 
discuss plans for uniting, Those present were : 


(front row, left to right) 


1) Docteur Charles Belin, 31 Boulevard d'Anvers, Strasbourg (Membre 
de la Commission Directoriale de l'Eglise de la Confession d'Augs- 
burg) ; 2) Christian Brandt, Pasteur à l'Eglise luthérienne Sainte- 
Aurélie à Strasbourg (Membre de la Commission directoriale de 1'ke- 
ise de la Confession rahe Slat: 16 rue Ste Aurélie, Strasbourg; 
3) Henri Boury (Inspecteur ecclésiastique de l'Eglise Iuthérienne de 
France à Paris), 147 rue de Grenelle, Paris 7e,; 4) Robert Hoep- 
ffner, Président du Directoire de l'Eglise de la Confession d'Augs- 
burg d'Alsace et de Lorraine, Strasbourg; 5) Docteur Iselin, Prés- 
ident de la Commission Synodale de Paris, Président de la Commission 
executive du Synode général de l'Eglise luthérienne de France, 

gl rue du Cherche-Midi, Paris VIe; 6) F. Bachmann, Pasteur à 1'Rg- 
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lise luthérienne St-Picrre-le-Jeune, Strasbourg (Membre de la 
Commission Directoriale), 5 rue Salzmann, Strasbourg; 7) Charles 
Delbruck, Président de la Commission Synodale de Montbéliard de 
l'Eglise Evangélique Iuthérienne de France, “Les Graviers", 
Valentigney (Doubs); 8) Pastor Göte Hedenquist, of the Reconstruc~ 
tion Department (Material Aid Division) of the World Council of 
Churches, Geneva. (Dr. S. C. Michelfelder’ does not appear in 
this photograph, as he was taking the picture). 


In the afternoon, Dr. Michelfelder, representing the L.W.C.,; 
and Pastor Hedenquist, the secretary from the Reconstruction De- . 
partment of the World Council of Churches, were invited to attend. 
The afternoon was spent in asking and answering questions. These 
are the final conclusions +‘ 


1) In spirit the Lutherans of France are one, now; they are 
ready to unite in one Church; 


2) The official approval by the 3 Synods of Alsace, Mont- 
béliard, and Paris must be obtained before this goal of union 
can be reached, 


3) Final consummation cannot be reached until the Concordat 
between the Church and State in Alsace is changed; 
4) The name of the new church body was not settled, nor was 


the place of its Headquarters or the kind of authoritative head 
chosen. 


We rejoice, as all Lutherans throughout the world will re- 


joice, at this spirit of unity in France. May God give grace and 
courage to the leaders of a great revived Iutheran Church of France. 


